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. "Certain

3, "However, the Commminist regime Vas devermined

dradual. Nationalizaticn of Poazmacice

these specialized private eaTerpr

in other branches of trade,
spared decause the lste Comrade
trouble, consumed vast quantitles of drugs.

e

Tharmacies in Czerhos (mvEio Mmrwged Lo survive the early wave of
Communigt nationalization in 1358 snd .940. The Commmnists probably spared
ines because they were reluctant to replace
qualified pharmacists with inexpel ien-ad political appointees - the routine
Pn&r-zgpc‘_ivsw in Brno used to say that they were
/fmil Siing, ¥no suffered from serious stomach

both private pbarmacists and the manager: of former German pharmaceutical
enterrises. This end vas gradually avtaired ~hrough compulsory political

ipdoctrination and various CP and STB presedre
unable to resistiwithout jecpardizing thelr perso
mjarity by 1949} were either CP members or randidates.
CP meetings and teke an active part in Party life.
assigned such men to be employee+inthe remsiuing privat
those tharmacists who had sC far refunsed w7 gilve 10.

4. "™Fhis was the situation until sbout 1950, when 81l
~ ¢f <the MEDIXA nsti

Czechoslovakia vere natiopallzed and made par

sactics.

to get under its cemtrol eventually

The phamsacists were
nal safety and frecdom. The
They had to attend

The Commniet authorities

pharmacies throughout

e pharmacies to watch

onal entermmica .
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owned s pharmecy in Broo-Kralovo Fole was now working as a simple employee in a
nationalized pharm=cy 1o Zidenice, his tcss being o youngster without pharmm-
ceutical qualifications. ‘tnis has deen the common fete of all the well eatablisched

paacmsciste in Broo. 50X1 HUM

"Inouphrmceutiealtutory in Brnc, now under national mansgement, all ¢the
laboratories are busy making drugs for export in large quantities to Kcrea and h’

——

China. Most of these products are exported within the "Aid to Karsa” rrogram,
m.ttl,treeotchnrsa.Wmmmottb&outptinemﬁedtom 4
m Gnly tha leftovers are alloaated to the domestic market. As a rasult. ]

there ic mh-nn acute shartage ~? :zcme current preparstions that 'pr.lcrzption
patients wander from one MPOIKA phs mucy *< ancther. often twying in distant
towns. Thoy finally setuwrn *he piwocripticc %2 thelr dcetor wpoo muat fign - ouv
e similer drug for which the pharmeries will te woTe apt o have the pecec:ary

ingredients.

" In many ceses the nev pedicine: putl 5L i Tacske . DY paTtlonailzed Jlatcrator::.
have been found deficient and withdravzn from 3ildt.~:bution. In other ceses such
preparations have proved merely inefrec-ive, 80me have been round downright daner-
ous for the patient':s life, This was <-ue of 2 cli:7se preparatioan made %y the
nmational firm S8POFA, it caused coavulsions.

"Some former rivikte phsrmacists A1l have sma_: :upplies of fareigh medicines.

Aine= the Miminter ot Health started A viodient <Compalgn agelinot imouzried drues.

they nava 28d L. Dandie LHEm CaXefULLY lest taey be denounced oy the persoanel 50X1-HUM
whom the CP has planteld ir their firms %o wvanch Shem,

“Chemists who try to:obtein Weszaru drugs, evyen 1t tor & e

and oot for sale, run the risk of i1mpriacnmens The wife
was suffering fram advanceld TF. Hex 1o-~**r recomnended « preparation of

‘Isonikotnil-Hydracid in & last eitemp. %o saw= her life. This preparation is 50X1-HUM

obiainatle abroad under various names a.g. vederon, Tulicen sad Isolicin., My £riend

wrote a personal letter to friends in SvWit.zarland, enclosing the prescription and

asking them to send the medicize., Bis lenter was -ensored, andi the next day STB

agents warned him tc stop sending such seilests otrosd unless he wanted to land in

Jail., When the chemist wried %o ersplzin tha® al. he wanted to do was save hig wife's

life, the agents argued tha< “he drug in JuiesTiOr had now yet tean tested by

Czechoslovak sciantists snd <*hevrefare nn Tavieus 3 lite in Cezechoslovakia should

be jeopardized by applying :%. Scon afrer <his werning the chemist was transferred

as 8 minor employee tO ancther nationslized poaTmAIY and vas reprimanded personally

by-the director of MEDIKA 1in Pruo, Fuis vire d.el s few months later.
50X1-HUM
The MEDIKA in Brno

of the MEDIXA Directorats un Bra. :s PE. Mg (Magister Pharmaciee') (fmu)
IAK,\ | Be has beer Teouf fonsible for +he transfer of former
m‘inte pharmacists to minor positions sni 177 iruving up unfevorasble sadregs reports
on them. The chairman of the TWU Councilt ~i<purn *ve Directorate 1s & 1ormer charwomaa.
All MEDIKA employees have to atterd compulsory i1ndoctripation courses conducted by
young 'magisters' who have just gradast=d. They wry %0 make up for their lack of
scientific knowledge by their zeal in Ferty »-ivitlies.

"The MEDIKA shops also sell bary :owds. These are avallaple only against special
couponB. In winter 1952 the supplies 01 spe-.ial milk for tables vere so low that
most of the time it was unsvallinblepeven sgainst special coupons.
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